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K
ua mataora tikāi a Alo.  Kua ‘inangaro  
  ‘aia i te tūpā‘oro‘oro i tēia rā. 

Kua karanga mai a Pāpā e,  
ka no‘o poto mai ‘aia ka ‘ākarakara.

“ ‘Āe, e Pāpā.  Ka ‘akaāri atu au  
i te ngā‘i tūpā‘oro‘oro,” i na Alo ei.

Tei te pae te ngā‘i tūpā‘oro‘oro  
i te va‘arua one kangakanga. 
‘E tūpā‘oro‘oro ‘ārio ‘ē te kānapanapa.
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‘E mānga mātakutaku to Alo, 
kua kite rā ‘aia ē, ka rauka ia‘ia.

“Meitaki,” i na Pāpā ei,  
ma te ‘ākara ki te ara kākenga. 
“Ka tauturu au iā koe i te kake ki runga?”

Kua katakata atu a Alo kia Pāpā, 
ma te tākirikiri i tōna katu. 
“Kāre e kino, e Pāpā.   
Ka meitaki rai au.”
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Kua mou piri ‘aia i te ‘ope o te tūpā‘oro‘oro, 
kua tāki ‘iāia mei runga  
mai i tōna no‘o‘anga pere‘ō.

Te ‘ākara ‘ua mai ra a Seti. 
Kua ‘aere mai ‘aia, kua tuatua mai, 
“Ka tāmata koe i te tūpā‘oro‘oro i tēia rā?”

Kua tūngoungou atu ‘a Alo i tōna katu. 
“ ‘Ākara‘anga teitei roa te ara kākenga. 
Kāre au e meitaki i te kake 
nā runga i te tūpā‘oro‘oro?”
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Kua ‘ākara a Seti i te ara kākenga e oti, 
kua ‘ākara ‘aia ki te pāpā o Alo. 
“ ‘Āe,” i nāna ei.  “Kua reva koe!”

Kua ‘akamata a Alo i te kika iāia nā runga 
i te tūpā‘oro‘oro, ki runga.
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Kia vaitata a Alo ki runga i te teitei. 
Kua ava, “ ‘Ākara mai!  Teia mai au.”

Kua tupā‘oro‘oro ‘aia ma te katu na mua, 
na runga i tōna kopu, ‘ē tae rava atu ki raro.
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Kua ‘akamata a Alo i te kika ‘aka‘ōu iāia 
ki runga i te tūpā‘oro‘oro. 
Kia ‘āpa tikāi ‘aia i te neke‘anga, 
matara tōna rima i runga i te tūpā‘oro‘oro, 
‘ē kua patere ‘aka‘ou ki raro. 
Ina ra, e mataora tikāi.

Kua tāmata ‘aka‘ōu a Alo. 
Kua tae meitaki ‘aia i tēianei 
ki runga tikāi i te teitei.

“Pāpā, i toku manako ka ‘inangaro au 
i ta‘au tauturu i teia taime,” i na Alo ei.

“E tāmata koe i te mou i tēta‘i tua o te tūpā‘oro‘oro 
ki ngā rima e rua,” i ta‘iku atu ei tōna pāpā.
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Kua tāmata a Alo. 
‘E māmā tikāi te ‘uri mē pērā ‘aia.

Kua tūpā‘oro‘oro ‘aia ki raro 
koia anake ‘ua.
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“Alo, ‘e ‘apinga tikāi koe!”  
i na Sami ei.

“Me ka ‘akapērā tā‘au rāvenga, 
te meitaki ‘uā ra tē reira,” 
i na Seti ei.

“Ka rauka iā koe i te mea ‘aka‘ōu?”  
i na Sami ei.

“ ‘Ea‘a ‘oki, ka rauka iāku,”  
i na Alo ei.

‘E reka tikāi te kanga tūpā‘oro‘oro  
kapiti kia Sami.
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A
lo was very excited.   
    He was determined to slide  

down the slide today.   
Dad had promised 
to stay for a bit and watch.

“OK, Dad.  I’ll show you where  
the slide is,” said Alo.

The slide was right beside the sandpit. 
It was silver and shiny.
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Alo was a little bit nervous, 
but he knew he could do it.

“All right,” said Dad, looking at the ladder. 
“Do you want me to help you up?”

Alo flashed Dad a big smile 
but shook his head. 
“It’s OK, Dad.  I’ll be fine.”
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Holding on tightly to the side of the slide,  
he lifted himself out of his wheelchair.

Seti had been watching. 
She came over and said, 
“Are you going to try the slide today?”

Alo nodded his head. 
“The ladder looks too hard. 
Can I climb up the slide instead?”
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Seti looked at the ladder 
and then at Alo’s dad. 
“OK,” she said.  “Go for it!”

Alo started to pull himself up the slide.
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Alo nearly got to the top. 
He called out, 
“Look out!  Here I come.”

He slid down backwards 
on his tummy 
all the way to the bottom.
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Alo started to pull himself up the slide again.  
About halfway up, he lost his grip 
and slid back down. 
But it was still fun.

Alo tried again. 
This time, he made it 
all the way to the top.

“Dad, I think I need your help now,” said Alo.

“Try holding on to one side 
with both your hands,” 
his dad suggested.
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Alo gave it a try. 
It was easy to turn around that way.

He slid all the way to the bottom 
all by himself.
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“That’s awesome, Alo!”  
said Sami.

“If that’s the way you can do it, 
then that’s cool with me,”  
said Seti.

“Can you do it again?”  
Sami asked.

“Of course I can,” answered Alo.

Playing on the slide with Sami  
was lots of fun!
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